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My parents run the local non-profit community network, providing technology access and training to the "have-nots" of Southeastern Washington State, see www.tcfn.org.  Inspired by my mother, Ronda Evans with her ability to organize and provide assistance to a number of organizations that serve at risk youth and low-income families, I learned to use web pages to advocate for peace and tolerance. When I was 12, 1997, I had my own computer and was already learning how to develop computer graphics for the Volunteer Center and assisting with a web page for service opportunities for youth in our area. Also when I was 12 I volunteered for a number of agencies in the area. I stocked shelves for the Food Band, was a camp counselor for developmentally disabled youth, read to children, played games with residents of a nursing home, and then placed all these activities on the web for others to be inspired to volunteer.  My volunteer hours and service are on my personal web page at www.tcfn.org/nickole. 

February of 1998 was a turning point when a Bosnian refugee youth shot me with a BB gun, he thought in fun.  I got a bruise from this, but I also got a tremendous lesson.  Many times youth don't know what is harmful to others.  This began my journey towards helping youth learn how to be non-violent.  Along with my parents we started a computer-learning center to help the Bosnian refugees, Kosovo refugees and Migrant Worker families learn computers. This resulted in a decrease in youth violence in our neighborhood, and many youth got better grades, and parents got better jobs due to this training. 

Then when Columbine happened April 20, 1999, I knew I had to do more, and I began to put on presentations to community leaders. I received mediation training through the Dispute Resolution Center June 1999, became part of the National Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE) program under Mothers Against Violence Everywhere 1999-2000, spearheaded the first SAVE Leadership Retreat 2000, and was the only high school representative on the Safety committee at my high school for 1999-2000. 

 I feel that helping to reduce youth violence is even more important to our community since we are only a few miles away from one of the first rural/suburban school shootings in Moses Lake, WA. It could easily happen here! 

Dealing with youth violence is a long-term community project. We have already experienced a reduction in violent crime in Benton and Franklin Counties, Washington State, much like the rest of the nation as the President's 2000 report shows. We attribute this to community awareness and education. I have presented SAVE and peacemaking to over 100 plus children, 50 community leaders, and 100 Washington State leaders. Thousands have seen my articles in the newspaper, and thousands have viewed my peacemaking web pages. Many have responded with e-mail requests for more information. My web site has been published in a number of national magazines and promoted via the Internet. I know that these programs, presentations and web pages have made an impact on reducing youth violence, inspiring others to become peacemakers. 
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Locally my activities just added to the success of "Break the Code of Silence" implemented by my school district. Teachers and administrators were trained to listen to the youth when they reported behavior problems of their fellow students. The school district organized a youth "Swat Team" where counselors, police, and other agencies would immediately work with the youth to identify problems and solutions to this problem behavior. As President of my Freshman Class, we the leaders were trained to reach out to those that appeared isolated and also to stop any teasing or putdowns of our fellow students. Together we have made a difference and have reduced youth violence in my school.

We received tremendous support form the community to hold the SAVE Leadership retreat free to the students. Food was donated by the local grocery stores, each agency donated their time and training materials, and a church donated space for the retreat. 

I learned that we all have to take responsibility for safety in our schools and community. Through out the training we learned when we should stand up to negative/violent behavior, when we should tell adults or teachers, and when we should take a minute to smile or even say hi to someone in the halls that looked alone and isolated. It has been my experience that when I reach out to everyone with a smile and a hello, even those that are not part of my group, it makes me feel good about myself, and it appears that others feel better about themselves.

Our SAVE trainer, Jenny Wieland showed us a film about herself, where her own 17 year old daughter was shot and killed by a friend when he was just playing around with a gun. I'll never forget this, nor will I forget what it feels like to be shot, even if it was with a BB gun. I do not tolerate many of the teasing and hurtful things youth do to one another and I have become quite outspoken when kids hurt each other.

I have received e-mails from around the world from kids that have viewed the SAVE on-line retreat. They have used many of the suggestions recommended in their own communities.  I believe our world will positively change with technology and being able to communicate easily with kids around the world. My web pages that reflect my volunteering and peacemaking activities continue to inspirer youth to make a difference. 

I would tell youth that the more you volunteer and help others, the better you feel about yourself, the better are your chances for employment, and the better for you to have a fulfilling and meaningful life.  You are not too young to experience the rewards from helping others. 

