Nickole Evans
Nomination for Harris Wofford Awards 2003
Nickole Evans, 18 years old, has volunteered since she was 6 years old.  By the time she was 12 she was babysitting others, cleaning yards, helping animals, and stocking shelves for the food bank. In 1998 when Nickole was 13 she was selected as one of the participants for Junior Summit 1998, an on-line international forum for youth to communicate about world and local problems. To this day Nickole participates in the on-line magazine developed by youth around the world as a result of this project. See http://journal.jrsummit.net/servlet/pluto. 
In 1999 Nickole received MTV’s Local Hero award for creating the web page” Youth Speak Out” which deals with  pre-teen local solutions to violence, overpopulation, racism and education. See http://www.tcfn.org/jrsummit/INTEAM.html.  Nickole also received Sears/Backstreet Boys Youth Service America:  “Larger than Life” Award for the positive impact of her youth volunteer web page for the community.  See http://volunteer.tcfn.org/SOS.html. 
By the end of 1999 Nickole received the Global Youth Peace and Tolerance Award, one of seven international children, for promoting peace with technology.  Here Nickole had become a local hero for assisting Bosnian refugee children, after they had shot her with a BB gun, to learn computers and English, and understand the laws of the Nation. She also received the distinction of being a hero on “My Hero” web page. 

By 2000 Nickole received the National High School Peacemakers Award from Mothers Against Violence in America for starting a Students Against Violence Everywhere Chapter and setting up regional conferences for other chapters. In order for children around the world to see how to become a Hero, or how to make a difference in their communities Nickole developed her own youth resource web page. See www.y2kyouth.org.

By 2001 Nickole had met three Noble Peace Prize Recipients, Nelson Mandela, Mikhail Gorbachev, and studied with Elie Wiesel for four days at Boston University. When 9-11 happened Nickole went into action and raised over $20,000 for the relief efforts, and she then circled her Muslin friends to make sure they were safe. She also received Nestlé’s Very Best In Youth Award for her academics and numerous volunteer hours. 

By 2002 Nickole received the Giraffe Award for sticking her neck out and helping others. After participating in the 2002 New Years Rose Parade in her high schools marching band, Nickole became an AFS exchange student for six months in France. There she volunteered on Saturdays teaching children how to speak English. Upon returning from France Nickole finished her Gold Award for Girl Scouts where she recycled over 30 computers to low income families, Bosnian refugees, and Migrant Worker Families. 

Nickole currently volunteers at least 8 hours a month as a Teen Crisis Line worker preventing teen suicides.  Here she answers the phone, counsel’s teens on problems, refers teens to agencies, and helps to prevent teen suicide.  She also has become a “Buddy” to a girl in her high school that is developmentally disabled.
 
Many have written about Nickole Evans, using her as a Teen Hero role model: Global Youth Peace and Tolerance Award; Nestlé’s Very Best In Youth; the Giraffe Project; many local articles in the Tri-City Herald http://www.y2kyouth.org/nickole/Published/Published.html and in January 2003 she is highlighted in the Chronicle of Philanthropy under teen volunteers. 

Nickole has a tremendously giving spirit, even though she has been raised in a low income environment. When faced with adversity and personal violence towards her she quickly turns the situation around to how can she help to make it better. She motivates people and others to make the world a better place in person, at speeches, and on her web page.  As Nickole’s mother and President of the RECA (Realizing Every Community Asset) Foundation that works to bridge the digital divide, Nickole has contributed to make youth service, service-learning, youth voice, and civic engagement the common expectation and experience in America. She inspires others to volunteer, take a stand, and make this world a better place to live.  
