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SAVE On-Line Retreat 2001 and SAVE On-Line Retreat 2000   
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.y2kyouth.org/SAVE/PeaceTree.html" "Peace Under the Tree" 
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"Youth Speak Out" 
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  "Stop Violence NOW" 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.y2kyouth.org/save/peacemaker.htm" "Becoming a Peacemaker" 
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"Homework Packets for Migrant Workers" 
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"Juvenile Justice Center unofficial web page"
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 HYPERLINK "http://volunteer.tcfn.org/SOS.html" Develop a Local Youth Volunteer on-line Center  
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Computers for Girls
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	Nickole Evans grew up in a low-income area of Kennewick, in the center of Southeastern Washington State. Kennewick is a location, where immigrants and refugees often arrive when relocating to the United States. Since early childhood, Nickole welcomed and played with children from Nigeria, Ukraine, Mexico, Bosnia, and Kosovo. She has always been a natural peacemaker, resolving conflicts between her peers, working as a volunteer for local schools, non-profit organizations and the Arborwood Learning Center, where many immigrants and refugees take English classes and learn to use computers. In her love of people she has attended many different religious groups and belief systems, always finding a way to understand others. She has given hundreds of hours in the community working as a camp volunteer for developmentally disabled youth, stocking shelves at the food bank, cleaning up yards for senior citizens, playing games with residents at a nursing home and reading to young children.  

The turning point in focusing her volunteer attention on peace and non-violence came in February 1998, when local Bosnian youth refugees shot her and her friend with BB guns. In spite of having been hurt, Nickole found the strength and courage to choose peace over retaliation, to reconcile with the families of her assailants to double her efforts in facilitation the adaptation of Bosnian youth traumatized by war to peaceful coexistence with others in her neighborhood. After this experience, it seemed only natural for Nickole to be trained in Dispute Resolution and Peer Mediation, which enabled her to help teachers establish programs aimed at creating Safe Schools and providing alternatives to youth violence. Her dedication to this issue led to her starting a local branch of Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE). 

When the disaster at Columbine High School happened, Nickole went into action knowing she needed to do more. She put together presentations to the community on "It could happen here!" "Youth Speak Out", "Becoming a Peacemaker", and then placed these presentations on web pages for the world to see. She continued to work on peace and justice by organizing a Students Against Violence Everywhere Leadership retreat to help other teens help their schools. Representatives from 8 regional schools participated and started SAVE chapters in their own schools. Nickole has raised over $17,000 for the projects she works on and on top of this she has received thousands of dollars of in kind support for her projects. 

By 2001 Nickole launched her own web page www.y2kyouth.org where youth from around the world could obtain resources to make their own communities better. Here she presented the work she had accomplished, but she also includes national and global projects where youth can get involved.  Each year Nickole takes on an additional peacemaking projects to help her community. She developed homework packets for 60 children from Migrant Worker families that would leave for long periods of time for their family's jobs. She completed the 40-hour training and spends over 8 hours a month staffing the Teen crisis line. She volunteered for the Arborwood Learning Center and recycled 30 computers to girls from Migrant Worker families. When the attacks on the USA happened, she once again went into action and helped raise over $20,000 for the relief efforts. Nickole then turned to her Muslim friends and befriended them and protected them from any animosity from the community or from her peers. 

     Nickole has been a foreign exchange student in France from January through July of 2002. Even in France she works with kids to teach them computer skills.  Nickole participated in the Manifesto (protest) of a presidential candidate (Le Pen) that recommended exportation of all non-French families. As Nickole says "What a trilling experience to see how youth were able to shape the elections. He only received 18% of the vote, losing by so much; we don't think anyone will ever run on that kind of platform again." 

Thousands of people have been affected by Nickole's peacemaking efforts. Youth have reviewed her web site and used it to come up with ideas on how to help their own community, how to raise money for their efforts, and how to be a responsible person. Even a teacher uses Nickole's web site to teach about character building. Locally the community has seen a reduction in youth violence and Columbine copycat episodes at Nickole's high school were stopped before any harm was done. 

Nickole's work after she presented her workshops and her peacemaking activities would have been forgotten, except she choose to put them on the world wide web for others to duplicate. She has allowed her self to be a youth role model to others, encouraging youth peacemaking activities around the world. She has received hundreds of e-mails from other youth asking for advice.
Nickole's awards outside of school could match any diplomat. Among them are the Girl Scouts Silver Award, MTV Local Hero (Fight Against Violence) Award, McDonald/Disney World Millennium Dreamers Ambassador Award, Mother's Against Violence in America Youth High School Peacemaker Award, and the Global Youth Peace and Tolerance Award.  You can see more detail of awards and trainings Nickole has received at http://www.y2kyouth.org/nickole/Awards/Awards.html. 

Nickole has been fortunate to have two shining examples to emulate.  Ronda Evans and Bruce McComb, Nickole's parents in 1992 started the first Free-Net program in the state of Washington. Since then they have given out over 4,000 free e-mail accounts, set up 12 community technology centers and recycled over 400 computers to low income families. Because of their efforts, kids have gotten better grades and parents have gotten better jobs. As a consequence, people's lives have gotten better. They sacrificed personal wealth. Their reward is simply seeing others succeed. Nickole has learned from the examples of her parents. Besides volunteering she worked for 3 years to raise enough money to become a foreign exchange student. She lived in France from January 2002 through July 2002.  

Nickole was only home two days before she took a shift on the Teen Crisis Line, and the rest of the year followed with school, working at the YMCA, and volunteering.  Upon graduation from High School she went to Mexico, came home and worked as a counselor, went to Alaska, and by September 2003 reported to the AmeriCorp in South Carolina. There she volunteers for many different projects till July 2004.  Nickole will then attend college to further her dreams to make the world a better place for all.

As stated in Nestlé's Very Best In Youth 2001 Award." We hear all the time how "it takes a whole village to raise a child'," Nickole continued. "How about 'it takes but one child to change a village?" I'm only 15, but I have seen kids who live in joy, but suffer from poverty; who live in fear while surrounded by affluence. But through all of this they have taken a stand and made a difference.  "I have been blessed to meet many wonderful people in my life. The six other Global Youth Peace and Tolerance Honorees are high on the list, the 30 other Tomorrow's Leaders at the Eli Wiesel Foundation conference, meeting Mikhail Goberchez and Eli Wiesel. But the most peaceful person I've ever met was former South African President Nelson Mandela. I met President Mandela at an invitation-only event in Seattle. President Mandela promotes peace in his words, actions and by his mere presence. There was a silence and a sense of awe when he walked in the room. I am incapable of explaining how I felt at that very moment. His words were like beautiful musical notes on a summer day. It was wonderful being in the presence of this one person who has made such a difference. I hope one day people will say that about me." 


