Nickole Evans – Community Service
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Nickole Evans’ Y2KYouth.org has strengthened educational programs and provided enrichment activities that benefited children, youth, and young adults for over ten years. Nickole was one of the first youth to use the internet to help others by recording her volunteer experiences, which are still relevant today to help youth get involved.  
	Nickole Evans’ Online Youth Projects and Activities 
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1998: Youth Speak Out is a forum to help pre teens to develop volunteer projects that address race relations, religion, education, rich vs. poor, disabilities, ecology, violence, and over population all local community needs. Thousands of youth from around the world have used this website to develop local projects. Over $5,000 was raised through awards and          

                                    grants to support this website.
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1998: Junior Summit 98  Road Map covers the MIT Junior Summit that selected 1000 youth out of 8000 applications from around the world 350 countries, 16 different languages, getting youth  to talk about their concerns and issues and come up with solutions. Thousands of youth have reviewed; no funds were received for this website. 
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1999:  Students Offering Service (SOS): There is a real community need to make sure that youth know what volunteer jobs are available to strengthen their educational programs. With over 40 job descriptions this sites inspires many youth to develop their own programs. Thousands of people have viewed this site, over $4,000 received through awards and grants.
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HYPERLINK "http://www.y2kyouth.org/Volunteer/fight.html"
What you can do?  Fight off (without the violence!), Work with kids! (remember this isn't like working with your siblings.... trust me)  Work with computers! (for all of you who like working with computers)  Help with yard work! (it helps older and handicapped people who can't do it themselves) Help with "Office Duties" and/or be a Library assistant! Help people who have disabilities and senior citizens! Help other teens! (you could be a Teen Talk Telephone Worker!) Help with the environment!!
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1999: Stop Violence Now and Becoming a Peacemaker: Presentation to the community after Columbine. The timing on these presentations was critical in reducing the incidences of student violence in the schools. Thousands saw online, no funds received. 
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2000:  Y2KYouth.org  2000-2004 the original layout providing resources and projects to inspire youth to help their local communities.  Once again thousands of youth used this site to help their local communities.  Received $3,000 to support this website.



	2000: SAVE On-Line Retreat 2000  &  "Peace Under the Tree" 2001: SAVE On-Line Retreat 2001[image: image24.jpg]


: In response to Columbine, Nickole put together conferences and then recorded them on the web for others to see. 8 Regional school districts participated, resulting in a decrease in school violence.  Received donated space, training, and supplies and received $3,000 in grants and awards for this web site. This information is timeless, still relevant today.
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2001: "Stay out of Juvy web page" designed by Nickole and a juvenile offender to show how frustrating being is jail. This was used by the local Juvenile Justice Department as their unofficial web site and recruiting volunteers to be guardians. 
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2002: "Homework Packets for Migrant Worker kids" 60 Homework packets were put together using the Girl Scout Brownies to make the bags. These included age level homework for these students where the families were on the go. Over 60 children were directly impacted, and numerous others developed these packets in their own schools.


	[image: image27.jpg]


2003: Computers 4 Kids provided 30 reuse computers with pre-programmed games and software to help children with their education. These were given to low income kids, and many migrant worker families that only spoke Spanish. 
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2003: Youth online Scavenger Hunt was designed to help teens learn where to find local resources online. Still works today with teens being aware of the organizations that are in their local communities that are there to help. This was used with 60 foster care kids aging out of foster care.
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	2004- Present: Y2KYouth.org: Using technology for peace has evolved into sections, Kids, Youth, Young Women, College, and Peacemakers.  As Nickole attended college she added additional resources for people to help their communities.


	Nickole Evans’ Trainings, Workshops, Seminars and Leadership Conferences
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Girl Scout Wider Opportunity- Leadership in the New Millennium. Every year National Girl Scouts has Wider Opportunities for Girls - Check them out today. 
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Eleanor Roosevelt 
Center at Val-Kill  (ERVK) 
Every year young women from around the country have the opportunity to participate. Check it out today.
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Young Women's Leadership Conference 
 2004 Democratic Convention


	Nickole Evans’ Internships and Service Opportunities

	2003 -4
 My AmeriCorps  Adventure
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After graduating from High School I joined AmeriCrops NCCC team of 11 and volunteered for 10 months on numerous projects.
	2004-6
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I became the Student Body President Skagit Valley College and received the Lewis Award for all my  volunteer activities. Click here
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I joined the Kiwanis CKI service club and became VP and then Chair of the International Service program. Here my brother and I are attending the Pacific Northwest District CKI Conference.
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I interned with Red Cross learning for over a year to be a disaster relief volunteer and
helping where ever I could.
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My first internship was with the United Way where I assisted in putting together an annual meeting and awards event.
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I was an intern for 10 weeks during Summer 07 at the Rabour Village Project in Kenya Africa working with HIV/AIDS prevention. An experience of a lifetime. Click here
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Spring Break 2008  
 I organized a volunteer trip to Jamaica for 20 students from
the International CKI service clubs. Click here to see more.
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Supervised 2009 trip to Panama for CKI - Kiwanis college to build a school


	Nickole Evans’ Peacemaker Awards and Honors
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 1999: Global Youth Peace & Tolerance Awards: This is an international award celebrating the peacemaking activities of children and youth.  Nickole received this award for using technology for peace.  Thousands of people and especially youth saw this and $5,000 received. [image: image14.jpg]


The Giraffe Project  
 Voices of Hope 
See Y2KYouth.org 
from 1998-2004
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2004: Building a Culture of Peace for children 2004
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National Youth Peace Maker Award
Tolerance 
Hope and Healing
Peaceful Parenting in an Uncertain World

I am also featured in the following web sites. Check them Out.
My Hero 
My Angel Hero
Amazing Kids
One Day In Peace
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2002: Elie Wiesel Foundation for or Humanity Tomorrow's Leaders. Nickole studied with Nobel Peace recipient for 4 days in Boston.




Order today!




Women Without Borders-The Art of Having it All 
The United Nations Volunteer 
Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution 





June 2010 – Nickole M. Evans 


Nickole Evans is only 25 and yet has been a Women of Worth for years. Founder, president, and administrator of Y2KYouth.org website that provides resource information, identifying community needs, shares projects to address those needs, and inspires youth to develop projects to help their own local communities.


Nickole Evans grew up in a low-income area of Kennewick, in the center of Southeastern Washington State. Kennewick is a location, where immigrants and refugees often arrive when relocating to the United States. Since early childhood, Nickole welcomed and played with children from Nigeria, Ukraine, Mexico, Bosnia, and Kosovo. She has always been a natural peacemaker, resolving conflicts between her peers, working as a volunteer for local schools, non-profit organizations and RECA Foundation’s Learning Center, where many immigrants and refugees take English classes and learn to use computers. She has given hundreds of hours in the community working as a camp volunteer for developmentally disabled youth, stocking shelves at the food bank, cleaning up yards for senior citizens, playing games with residents at a nursing home and reading to young children.  

The turning point in focusing her volunteer attention on peace and non-violence came in February 1998, Nickole was 13, when local Bosnian youth refugees shot her and her friend with BB guns. In spite of having been hurt, Nickole found the strength and courage to choose peace over retaliation, to reconcile with the families of her assailants to double her efforts in facilitation the adaptation of Bosnian youth traumatized by war to peaceful coexistence with others in her neighborhood. After this experience, it seemed only natural for Nickole to be trained in Dispute Resolution and Peer Mediation, which enabled her to help teachers establish programs aimed at creating Safe Schools and providing alternatives to youth violence. 
When the disaster at Columbine High School happened, April 20, 1999, Nickole went into action knowing she needed to do more. She put together presentations to the community on "It could happen here!" "Youth Speak Out", "Becoming a Peacemaker", and then placed these presentations on web pages for the world to see. She continued to work on peace and justice by organizing a Students Against Violence Everywhere Leadership retreat to help other teens help their schools. 
By 2000 Nickole realized that there was a huge community need to provide information to youth on how they can help others, how they can stop violence, and how they could make a difference in their community. Against public opinion, at age 14 she put herself on the World Wide Web as a role model, launching her own non-profit web page www.y2kyouth.org. Here she presented the work she had accomplished, but she also included other local, national, and global projects where youth can get involved. Initially the website included her “Teen Volunteer Job Descriptions”, “Youth Speak Out”, “Becoming a Peace Maker”, “Juvy”, and “Students Against Violence Everywhere online conference”. She developed homework packets for 60 children from Migrant Worker families that would leave for long periods of time for their family's jobs. She volunteered for the RECA Foundation’s Learning Center and recycled 30 computers to girls from Migrant Worker families. When 9-1-1 happened, she once again went into action and helped raise over $20,000 for the relief efforts. Nickole then turned to her Muslim friends and befriended them and protected them from any animosity from the community or from her peers. 

After graduating from high school in 2003 it was only natural for Nickole to become part of the AmeriCorps NCCC program in Charleston, South Carolina from September 2003 through June 2004. In AmeriCorps, with her team of eleven, she dug irrigation ditches in Florida, built houses with Habitat for Humanity in New Orleans, tutored children from an inner city school in Charleston, and trail blazed the Appalachian Mountains.  During the weekends she volunteered to supervise Girl Scouts at a camp, worked with children with HIV/AIDS and coordinated Relay for Life in Folkston, Ga. Nickole’s team received the Spirit of Service award which is the top award for AmeriCorps members for taking on more projects in the communities they were working then others.  

Nickole attended Skagit Valley Community College from 2004-6 receiving her A.A. degree. She lived on campus in International housing with three Japanese students. Even 200 miles away from her home community she got involved, became ASB President, and developed fund raising projects for the Tsunami Victims and the Katrina refugees. Nickole found a Katrina refugee family and immediately started helping, raising money for the mother to attend college, getting the local high school seniors to find a house, furnish it, and find a job for her husband. Nickole was also Resident Assistant that monitors the student housing activities; a Peer Counselor where she developed a Relationships and Ethics Seminars; an Event Monitor where she helped to make events and activities at Skagit Valley successful and fun. By this time the Y2KYouth.org site had evolved into sections, Kids, Youth, Young Women, College, and Peacemakers. 

Nickole attended Western Washington University from 2006-08 receiving her B.A. degree in Human Services. There she participated in numerous volunteer projects and internships locally at Red Cross, United Way, and CKI Kiwanis service organization. Internationally she studied in Paris, worked with youth on HIV/AIDS awareness in Kenya, organized a trip for 20 students to build a cafeteria in Jamaica, and supervised 20 students to build a school in Panama. 

Nickole completed her first year at Hawaii Pacific University in Organizational Change and a Certificate in Disaster Relief Master’s with a 4.0, while working as a Para Educator with developmentally disabled children, and becoming Vice President of her local Kiwanis Club. July 2010 she is an Intern in India.

 Identifying community needs is Nickole’s specialty, developing programs and raising funds to meet those needs her strong point, but above all else inspiring and motivating others to get involved and help others is her passion. Truly a woman of worth!
Nickole Evans Monies received Log 1998-Current 

All monies received were donated to the RECA Foundation (Realizing Every Community Asset) due to personal involvement in and commitment to RECA’s long term goal to provide technological access and training to low income families and the have-nots of the community
	Date
	Grant, Award, Scholarship Name
	Impact
	Scholarships
	Y2Kyouth.org
RECA FND

	
	
	Direct
	Viewed
	
	

	2007
	Scottish Rite Scholarship
	
	
	$2000
	

	2006
	USA Funds
	
	
	$2000
	

	2006
	American Legion Auxiliary Sch.  
	
	
	$1000
	

	2005
	Target all Around Scholarship
	
	
	$1000
	

	2004
	AmeriCorps NCCC Service Award
	
	
	$4500
	

	2004-8
	Education is Freedom Scholarship
	
	
	$8000
	

	2004
	Grandmothers for Peace
	
	
	$250
	

	2003
	NFL Community Quarterback Award 
	
	10,000
	
	$5,000

	2003
	Arid Extra Dry – Women of tomorrow
	
	10,000
	
	$5,000

	2001
	YSA - Casey Foundation
	60
	2,000
	
	$1500

	2001
	Eli Weisel
	30
	2,000
	
	$500

	2001
	Nestle Very Best in Youth
	1
	100
	
	$1000

	2000
	Haeg Sch AFS – Foreign Exchange
	1
	100
	
	$519

	2000
	Richardson- Soroptomists
	1
	200
	
	$400

	2000
	100 Who Serve 
	1
	1000
	
	$4000

	2000
	Millennium Book Project
	1
	50
	
	$342

	2000
	Golden Rule Award - Youth
	1
	250
	
	$250

	1999
	Larger Than Life Awards
	1
	10,000
	
	$2,000

	1999
	The DaCapo Foundation
	1
	30,000
	
	$5,000

	1999
	Young Heroes Award MTV
	1
	50,000
	
	$2,000

	1999
	Youth In Action
	2,000
	40,000
	
	$100

	1999
	Golden Rule Award - Youth
	1,000
	40,000
	
	$250

	Total
	
	3,099
	195,700
	$18750.00
	$27,861.00


Special note: Many of the online projects that were placed on Y2Kyouth.org were not funded.  10 years of viewing this site resulted in over 1,000,000 views, numerous email requests, and additional online publications of this page on many other websites. 

4. How is the nominee’s service innovative or unique in meeting community needs? 

Nickole Evans’ use of the Internet, at a time when youth were discouraged was extremely innovative. By placing her projects and volunteer activities on line she has encouraged thousand of youth to make the world a better place to live. 
5. Why is the nominee’s volunteer activity extraordinary?  Nickole’s ability to address community problems and develop solutions to those problems is exceptional year after year. With little to no funding, just by example she has impacted thousands of youth.
